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Abstract

In the recent years, machine learning and its subset, deep learning, have been quickly developed and applied
with great success in various areas of petroleum engineering. Different machine learning algorithms for
petroleum production forecast are studied in this work for efficiency comparison purpose. Historical
production data from an oil well currently producing in the oilfield X, Southern Vietnam has been first pre-
processed to construct eight different predictive models for production forecast on the oil well under
consideration. The algorithms under consideration in this work are: (1) the classical machine learning
algorithms, including random forest, gradient boosting, k-nearest neighbor, support vector regression; and (2)
the deep learning algorithms, including multilayer perceptron, convolutional neural network, long short-term
memory, and gated recurrent unit. The results from this comparative study show that in spite of their
simplicity, some classical machine learning algorithms, especially the support vector regression shows its
high efficiency in performing the prediction tests. In addition, it can be found from this work that pre-
processing of the historical production data is crucial to the success of the application of artificial neural
networks to production forecasting.

Introduction

Production forecast is an important task to perform economic evaluation and production optimization for oil
and gas reservoirs. One of the most popular methods for production forecasting is decline curve analysis
(DCA) thanks to its simplicity with the empirical observation of production decline and the basic assumption
about the preserved trend of the rate decline curve in the future (Arps 1945). Since the physics associated
with the hydrocarbon recovery process are not fully captured by DCA, prediction results of the method are
usually not robust (Satter and Iqbal 2016). A more comprehensive approach to oil and gas production
prediction is reservoir simulation. Although this approach yields more reliable prediction results, it requires
much more data and effort as well as advanced domain knowledge for a valid reservoir model (Islam et al.
2016).
With the rapid development of computing technology and data analytics, machine learning (ML) and its

special subset, deep learning (DL), have emerged as an advancement of data-driven approach based on
artificial intelligence (Yucel et al 2020). In principle, the ML approach is well suited for problems which
require advanced domain knowledge that is hard to gain but for which plenty of observed data is available. In
recent years, various ML and DL applications have been applied with great success in different areas of
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petroleum engineering such as oil production optimization (Shirangi 2012), drilling hydraulics prediction and
optimization (Wang and Saeed 2015), ANN-based screening tool for CO2 injection in naturally fractured
reservoirs (Hamam and Ertekin 2018), interpretation of flow-rate, pressure and temperature data (Tian and
Horne 2019), monitoring oi production rate (Khan et al. 2019), reservoir characterization and modeling (Lan
and Le 2019; Lan and Hoa 2021), enhancement of production forecast (Doan and Vo 2021), to name just a
few.
The objective of this work is to examine the ability of different machine learning algorithms to predict oil

and gas production from historical data of a well currently producing oil from the field X (due to the
operator’s requirements, the real name of the field of interest is not shared) in Southern Vietnam. In
particular, four classical machine learning algorithms, including random forest (RF), gradient boosting (GB),
k-nearest neighbor (k-NN), and support vector regression (SVR) together with four advanced models, namely
multilayer perceptron (MLP), convolutional neural network (CNN), recurrent neural network (RNN), long
short-term memory (LSTM), and gated recurrent unit (GRU) have been studied for efficiency comparison.
The remaining parts of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 briefly presents the background and

workflow to implement machine learning algorithms for petroleum production forecasting. Section 3 presents
and discusses the results from this comparative study. Section 4 summarizes the main points of this study
along with some concluding remarks on the performance of the different algorithms under consideration.

Methodology

This section briefly presents the background of the machine learning algorithms used in this work. The
classical ML algorithms under consideration include:

 k-nearest neighbors, k-NN (Cover and Hart 1967)
 Random forest, RF (Breiman 2001)
 Gradient boosting, GB (Friedman 2001)
 Support vector regression, SVR (Drucker et al. 1997)
The more advanced algorithms associated with the following deep neural networks are also studied in this

work:
 Multilayer perceptron, MLP (Cheng and Titterington 1994)
 Convolutional neural network, CNN (LeCun 1989)
 Long short-term memory, LSTM (Hochreiter and Schmidhuber 1997)
 Gated recurrent unit, GRU (Chung et al. 2014)
The workflow for our comparative study on aforementioned algorithms in this study consists of the

following steps:
Step 1: Data preparation
 Outlier detection: This task is to properly detect and handle outliers to ensure that our data is

statistically significant.
 Data scaling: All data values are scaled into the fixed range to prevent the learning algorithms from

being biased to greater magnitudes of the data, especially in those algorithms that leverage similarities
between samples such as k-NN, SVR, etc. …

 Cross validation: The main concern in regression is the ability of the trained model to perform on
unseen data. For a valid performance evaluation, the dataset is splitted into training, validating and
testing subsets. In addition, the testing set is not used for model construction.

 Autoregression modeling: For time series data, the future value of a variable, yt , can be predicted
using a linear combination of its past values as follows (Paolella 2019).
yt = β0 + β1yt−1 + β2yt−2 + ⋯ + βpyt−p + ϵt ,.................................................................................(1)

where βi (i=0, 1, 2 ... p) are regression constants, yt−p is the value of y at time (t-p) in the past, and ϵt is the
noise.
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Step 2: Model construction
In this step, several classical ML and DL networks are constructed with the training dataset through which

the model parameters are tuned to minimize the loss functions. The validation set is used to adjust the hyper-
parameters of the network during the training process.
Step 3: Model testing
The trained models are tested in this step with the blind test dataset for performance evaluation. Different

performance metrics are calculated including the mean squared error (MSE), mean absolute error (MAE).

Results and Discussion

Three test cases have been performed with different classical machine learning and deep learning algorithms
in this work. The objective of these test cases is to examine the performance efficiency of those algorithms in
production forecasting on an oil well currently producing from the oilfield X in Southern Vietnam. The
historical production data includes the flow rates of oil, gas, water and the bottom-hole pressures collected at
more than a thousand points in time.

Test Case 1:
Four classical machine learning algorithms including k-NN, RF, GB, SVR have been studied in this test case.
All models have one single output which is the bottom-hole pressure difference between a particular time of
interest and the initial time (Δ�) . As can be seen from Figure 1, all models fit quite well with the training
dataset (the left figure). For the test dataset, however, some algorithms including RF and GB provide the
predicted values with high deviation from the measured data (the right figure). Among the others, SVR yields
excellent results that match very well with the observed data throughout the full time range of interest.
Especially, SVR shows its ability to capture stiff changes of pressure occurring in the middle of the testing
period.

Figure 1—The results in the full time range (Left) ;The results in the test dataset interval (Right). The vertical
dash line represents the time where the dataset is splitted into 2 subsets: the training dataset is located to the left
of the line whereas the test dataset is located to its right.
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(a) RF (b) GB

(c) k-NN (d) SVR

Figure 2—Cross plots of the bottom-hole pressure from the four classical ML algorithms (Test Case 1). (a)
Random Forest; (b) Gradient Boosting; (c) k-Nearest Neighbor; (d) Support Vector Regression.

The cross plots in Figure 2 show how the predicted bottom-hole pressures deviate from between the
measured and predicted values. As can be seen from the figure, the four algorithms under consideration yield
very good match with the training dataset.
The performance metrics of the four classical ML algorithms are shown in Table 1 for Test Case 1. As can

be seen from Table 1, all algorithms yield quite good performance metrics, and the SVR algorithm shows its
superior with the highest R2 and lowest errors.

Table 1—Performance metrics of the four classical ML algorithms (Test Case 1)

Algorithm/Model MSE (psia) MAE (psia) R2

Random Forest (RF) 3894.56 40.11 0.87

Gradient Boosting (GB) 4500.84 44.68 0.85

k-Nearest Neighbor (k-NN) 2612.07 37.13 0.91

Support Vector Regression (SVR) 1194.33 15.84 0.96
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Test Case 2:
The objective of this test case is to check the model ability to perform time-series forecast with multiple
network outputs. The same classical machine learning algorithms, i.e. RF, GB, k-NN, SVR have been studied
in this test case with the two outputs which are the bottom-hole pressure and oil rate.
Compared to the single output case, good matches can also be observed in this test case with the training

dataset whereas further deviation from the measured data can be noticed, especially with the predicted oil
rate. Figure 3 show that among the others, the SVR again is the most efficient algorithm for time-series
forecasting. While the other algorithms tend to yield big errors at some points in time when high peaks occur,
SVR shows its ability to capture stiff changes in bottom-hole pressure and oil rate.

Figure 3—Test Case 2 with Classical ML Algorithms. �P vs Time - Full Dataset (Top Left); �P vs Time - Test
Dataset (Top Right); Oil Rate vs Time – Full Dataset (Bottom Left); Oil Rate vs Time – Test Dataset (Bottom
Right).

It can be seen from Figure 3 that the predicted values by the models with multiple outputs are not as good
as those having single output. Since the loss function is formulated as the weighted average of the component
losses, the loss function evaluation can be adjusted with the weight values. In principle, small weight is used
for data with high uncertainty. Since the bottom-hole pressure is measured by a permanent downhole gauge
with high reliability in our case, its weight is greater than that of the oil rate.

Test Case 3:
Four deep learning models including Multilayer Perceptron (MLP), Convolutional Neural Network (CNN),
Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) and Gated Recurrent Unit (GRU) have been studied in this test case. All
models have two outputs, the bottom-hole pressure difference ( Δ�) and the oil rate of the well under
consideration.
As can be seen from Figure 4, the predicted values are in good agreement with the measured data for most

of the cases in a global sense. For the test dataset, however, deviations of the predicted values from the
measured data are observed. In this test case, the predicted pressures are not much different among the four
deep neural network models. On the other hand, greater oil rate differences between the models are observed.
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It should be noted from Figure 4 that the deep neural networks studied in this test case do not show their
ability to capture stiff changes, such as the two peaks in the pressure profile (the top-right figure) and some
drop down in the oil rate profile (the bottom-right figure).

Figure 4—Test Case 3 with Deep Learning Algorithms: �P vs Time - Full Dataset (Top Left); �P vs Time - Test
Dataset (Top Right); Oil Rate vs Time – Full Dataset (Bottom Left); Oil Rate vs Time – Test Dataset (Bottom
Right).

Table 2—Performance metrics for the four deep neural networks (Test Case 3)

Algorithm/Model MSE (psia) MAE (psia) R2

Multilayer Perceptron (MLP) 2064.24 25.93 0.93

Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) 3620.19 41.63 0.88

Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) 2914.20 33.21 0.90

Gated Recurrent Unit (GRU) 2481.41 37.29 0.92

Conclusions

This paper reports a comparative study on different machine learning algorithms for petroleum production
forecasting. In particular, four classical machine learning models (k-Nearest Neighbor, Random Forest,
Gradient Boosting, Support Vector Regression) and four deep neural networks (Multilayer Perceptron,
Convolutional Neural Network, Long Short-Term Memory, and Gated Recurrent Unit) have been studied for
their ability to perform prediction on a time-series data.
The results from this work show that unlike in image processing, voice recognition or object detection

where complicated deep neural networks proved to be highly powerful, the classical machine learning
approach with the Support Machine Regression is computationally efficient with good performance metrics
and short computation time in all test cases performed in this work for petroleum production forecasting from
historical production data of the oil well of interest.
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Nomenclature

CNN: Convolutional Neural Network
DCA: Decline Curve Analysis
DL: Deep Learning
GB: Gradient Boosting
GRU: Gated Recurrent Unit
k-NN: k-Nearest Neighbor
LSTM: Long Short-Term Memory
ML: Machine Learning
RF: Random Forest
RNN: Recurrent Neural Network
SVR: Support Vector Regression
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